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The brainchild of founder Tim Westergren, Pandora Internet Radio is a Web-based service that

provides a unique, personalized music stream to each listener. Utilizing a wealth of information

supplied to a database by trained music analysts, Pandora responds to listeners' musical tastes,

playing songs that share characteristics with their favorite songs or artists. This title tells the

fascinating story of how Westergren's innovative company developed out of his personal interests

and experiences. Enhanced with sidebars, fact sheets, and a timeline, it details Westergren's

journey in bringing Pandora from concept to reality in the digital marketplace.
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The titles in the Internet Biographies series feature people who are far from household names, but

the Internet businesses they began should be very familiar to a young adult audience. Aside from a

few pages covering the early life of each entrepreneur, the books are devoted to each

subjectÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s professional ups and downs in beginning and running their companies, with little

attention to their personal lives. Tim Westergren and Pandora has an especially lively

conversational style and does a good job of helping readers understand the issues facing the

Internet radio station. Each book includes color photographs and sidebars on related topics and



concludes with a fact sheet with biographical information and a thorough time line. While not the

most exciting reads, these succeed in showing how ordinary people can take a good idea and turn it

into a business used by people all over the world. Grades 7-10. --Susan Dove Lempke
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